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Burns Memorial Fund is the legacy of Senator Patrick Burns—a
Calgary pioneer and philanthropist who passed away in 1937.
Today, we carry on his work through three Funds: 

The Police and Fire Funds support the educational
achievements of the children of police officers and
firefighters. 

The Children’s Fund focuses on the health, education and
recreation needs of low-income children and youth.

We are guided by the following mission statement:

Honouring the legacy of Senator Patrick Burns, we work to
ensure that each child in Calgary reaches their full potential.
By investing resources in the areas of education, health and
well-being, we build a strong community for our children and
youth.

In the spirit of respect and reconciliation, Burns Memorial Fund
acknowledges that we are based in Treaty 7 territory, the
ancestral and traditional territory of the Blackfoot
Confederacy (Siksika, Kainai, Piikani), the Tsuut’ina, the Stoney
Nakoda Nations, and Métis Nation, Region 3.

ABOUT US

“I want to once again thank the Burns Memorial Fund
Scholarship for giving me this opportunity as well as

future students the same opportunity that I had. My first-
year post-secondary education would not have been the

same without this scholarship.” 
-Senator Patrick Burns Legacy Scholarship recipient



Michelle Clarke, 
Executive Director
Burns Memorial Fund

I have been privileged to lead Burns Memorial Fund (BMF) for the last
14 years, allowing me to witness first-hand the resilience and strength
of Calgary’s children, youth and families. Thanks to Senator Burns’
legacy and foresight, our organization is uniquely positioned to
support vulnerable young people as they build fulfilling, meaningful
lives. 

BMF works strategically at three levels. Unusual amongst funders, we
provide financial assistance directly to individuals in need. We also
support local charities working with low-income children and youth,
and we engage in comprehensive community collaborations to
address the systemic issues affecting the people in our programs.
What that means, in practical terms, is that we can identify barriers
affecting individual Calgarians and then work with our community
partners to tackle the root causes of those problems.

Over my time at BMF, we have engaged in many high-impact
partnerships. I have been particularly proud of our work with the
Collaborative Funders’ Table – experimenting with pooled funding,
shared decision-making, and human-centred design principles to
support effective after-school programs and improve employment
opportunities for vulnerable youth. We have also spent more than a
decade championing the Natural Supports approach. It has been
gratifying to see this work gain traction. Organizations and
institutions in Calgary and Edmonton are implementing the concepts;
the City of Calgary is promoting the importance of naturally
supportive communities; and many of us have become Social
Snackers!

There is still much to be done. The BMF Board of Trustees recently
approved our anti-racism strategy. As part of that work, we have
engaged in an audit of our policies, programs and procedures that I
am confident will lead to stronger services, new partnerships, and
even better outcomes for the children, youth and families in our
programs.  

Kendall Quantz, our incoming Executive Director, is well-positioned to
lead this work. She has a deep understanding of the challenges and
opportunities facing our community,  honed over many years of
leadership in the non-profit sector. Working with our talented staff
team and our skilled Board of Trustees, Kendall will expertly guide the
organization forward. Senator Burns’ legacy is in good hands!

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



REPORTS FROM THE CHILDREN’S, FIRE, AND
POLICE FUNDS
2021 was a year like no other. For a full year, our community
grappled with the challenges of the pandemic, adapting as
best we could to ever-changing conditions and requirements.
Students dealt with isolation, uncertainty, and the anxiety
caused by repeated moves from in-class to remote learning.
Families worried about their children’s well-being while facing
economic instability. At the same time, we were privileged to
witness inspiring resilience; students and families drew on
internal strengths and community networks to make it through
the second year of the global pandemic. 

Burns Memorial Fund remained responsive and flexible
throughout this unpredictable year. Our charitable foundation,
the Children’s Fund, continued to offer vulnerable young
people financial assistance and other supports necessary for
healthy and fulfilling lives. We augmented our usual grants
with funds for technology to assist with online learning, as well
as crafts, books, toys, games and sporting equipment to
engage children in fun and meaningful activities at home. The
Police and Fire Funds honoured Senator Burns’ respect for
police officers and firefighters, awarding post-secondary
scholarships and special needs grants to their children. 

We would like to thank our retiring Executive Director, Michelle
Clarke, for her leadership and guidance throughout the
pandemic and for her dedication to Burns Memorial Fund and
the people we serve over the last 14 years.  We are pleased to
welcome Kendall Quantz, our current Grants Manager, as our
incoming Executive Director. We know that Kendall has the
experience, empathy and skill to lead us ably into the future,
honouring Senator Burns’ vision of a community in which all
children and youth thrive. 

Katie Black, 
General Manager, Community Services, 
City of Calgary
Chair, Burns Children’s Fund

Steve Dongworth, 
Fire Chief
Chair, Burns Memorial Fund and Burns Fire Fund

Mark Neufeld, 
Police Chief
Chair, Burns Police Fund



132 scholarships and 11
special needs grants
were awarded to the
children of firefighters.

98 students, at risk of
dropping out of grade 12 for
financial reasons, received
monthly living allowances. 
7 students in financial
need were awarded post-
secondary scholarships. 7
bursaries helped youth
transition into further
education, training and
employment.

214 scholarships and 17
special needs grants
were provided to the
children of police
officers. 

9 community agencies
partnered with us in
Families Moving Forward
to meet the health,
education and
recreation needs of 237
low-income children
and youth.

25 children were assisted
with oral health treatment
costs.

9 charities, working
with almost 9,000
children and youth,
received Community
Grants.



The High School Bursary program (HSB) supports high school
students in their journey to graduation. Through this program,
grade 12 students in financial need can access the resources
they need to stay in school and succeed in their education.
Grant funding includes a monthly living allowance, as well as
funds for diploma exam preparation, medical expenses, post-
secondary application fees, and other needs. 

Erica was living on her own and working multiple jobs to
support herself when she was referred to the High School
Bursary program. Through the financial support of the
program, Erica was able to work fewer hours and focus on her
schoolwork. She also had the time to participate in
competitive sports again, something she had been unable to
do since being forced to live on her own. The HSB program
provided Erica with eight months of living allowance support,
as well as funding for glasses, graduation expenses, and
application fees for university.

Thanks to her hard work and perseverance, Erica was
accepted into both the University of Calgary and the
University of Toronto honours program! Today, she is studying
Law and Society, excelling in her courses on the way to
becoming a criminal defense lawyer. Busy as ever, working
and attending university, Erica is always looking for ways to
give back and support other students, saying: “I would love to
help out. You guys did so much for me and I really
wouldn’t have made it last year without the help you guys
gave me.”

STUDENT SUCCESS



The Families Moving Forward Program (FMF) provides three
years of grant funding to low-income families to meet their
children’s health, education and recreation needs. The grants
are intended for families already engaged with community
agencies and working towards self-sufficiency.

Heather and Jonathan are parents to four beautiful young
children. They are a happy, fun-loving family who enjoy being
active and engaging in sports and the outdoors. The past few
years, however, have been very difficult for them. In January
2018, the family lost a young child due to complex medical
issues. They were still dealing with their loss when the
pandemic hit. Jonathan’s income as a self-employed welding
contractor was abruptly and significantly reduced which made
it difficult to meet all of the children’s needs. 

The family was referred to the FMF program in 2020. The
program assisted with the children’s school fees and learning
supplies. The family also utilized grant funding to engage in
fun family bonding activities- camping, exploring provincial
parks, and at-home arts and crafts. When recreation facilities
reopened, the program helped with the cost of the children’s
hockey and swimming programs. Through the sponsorship of a
BMF community partner, Kids Up Front, the family was also
able to attend a Calgary Flames game and watch their
favourite team win! This strong and resilient family thrived in
the FMF program, and used the support of this program to
heal and connect. Jonathan recently got a welding job and is
working toward rebuilding their financial stability. The couple
have this to say about the program:

FAMILY RESILIENCE

“When our son Jasper passed away in 2018, my
husband and I made it a priority of our grief
journey to bring joy back into our children’s
hearts and smiles back onto their faces. We
were unable to work, and while we had all the
time in the world to spend with them, it wasn’t
enough. We were referred to Burns Memorial
Fund and the past 3 years have not only
changed the lives of our children, but ours as
well. We are together as a strong family today
because of the opportunity BMF provided us,
our light is because of you.”
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"This program is an amazing opportunity for families like
us. It helped more then anything I could have imagined. I
was struggling with so many things. I was finally able to

give the kids some opportunities I normally couldn't. 
This actually made the world of a difference."

-Families Moving Forward program participant

Recently retired: Jackie Davis & Charlotte Chesnut. Thank you
for your many dedicated years of service!



Calgary Catholic
Immigration Society
Calgary Immigrant
Women’s Association
Discovery House
Enviros 
North East Family
Connections Society 
Salvation Army
South East Calgary
Community Resource
Centre
Trellis
YW Calgary

Families Moving Forward
Partners

ATCO Electric - Distribution
Calgary Foundation
Calgary Neighbourhoods, City of Calgary 
Chris Good
Integro Legacy Fund
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Max Bell Foundation
Michelle Clarke and Chris Gadsby
Pam Andrew Marks High School Bursary Fund
RBC Foundation 
Ruth Ramsden-Wood Education Fund
United Way of Calgary and Area
United Way of Calgary, Donor Choice Program
Watson Family Foundation at The Calgary Foundation

Funding Partners and Donors

Calgary Reads
carya 
Centre for Sexuality
Cerebral Palsy
Association
CUPS 
Indian Residential
School Survivors Society
Scientists in School
Trellis
Umoja Community
Mosaic

Grant Recipients

A sincere thank you to all of our partners and donors.
Together, we build a strong community for children and
youth in Calgary.

PARTNERS & FRIENDS
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Burns Memorial Fund
1120 - 105 12 Ave SE
Calgary, AB T2G 1A1

T: (403) 234-9396
E: info@burnsfund.com
www.burnsfund.com

/BurnsFund@BurnsFund @BurnsFund

Thank you for
your continued

support!

https://burnsfund.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BurnsFund
https://twitter.com/BurnsFund
https://www.instagram.com/burnsfund/

