
ANNUAL
2023

REPORT



Burns Memorial Fund is the gift of Senator Patrick Burns - a successful
rancher, businessman and philanthropist who passed away in 1937.
Today we carry on his work through three funds:

The Police Fund and the Fire Fund support the educational
achievements of the children of police officers and firefighters.  

The Children’s Fund focuses on the health, educational and recreational
needs of low-income children and youth.   

We are guided by the following mission statement: 

Honouring the legacy of Senator Patrick Burns, we work to ensure that
each child in Calgary reaches their full potential. By investing resources
in the areas of education, health and well being, we build a strong
community for our children and youth. 

In the spirit of reconciliation, respect, and truth we acknowledge that
Burns Memorial Fund is located on Treaty 7 territory, the ancestral
and traditional territory of the Blackfoot Confederacy, comprised of
the Siksika, Piikani, and Kainai First Nations; the Îyârhe Nakoda,
including the Chiniki, Bearspaw, and Goodstoney First Nations; and
the Tsuut’ina First Nation. This land is also home to the Otipemisiwak
Métis Government, Nose Hill Métis District 5, and Elbow Métis District
6. We are dedicated to supporting children and youth who live on this
land, traditionally known as Moh’kinsstis by the Blackfoot, Wîchîspa
by the Nakoda, and Guts’ists’i by the Tsuut’ina, and known as Calgary
to Senator Patrick Burns when he gifted his legacy. We honour and
acknowledge all who reside, work, play, and learn on Treaty 7
territory. 

    ABOUT  US



Demand for our support increased considerably in 2023, as we saw
firsthand the impact of the high cost of living on young Calgarians
and their families. The Children’s Fund rose to this challenge by
serving 25% more children and youth through our direct assistance
programs, and by significantly increasing the funds going out to
community organizations. The Police and Fire Funds similarly had a
busy year with increased demand for educational grants for the
children of police officers and firefighters. 

Rising to the challenges presented in 2023 would not have been
possible without the combined efforts of our staff, trustees, and
community partners. Working with our community partners has
allowed us to strengthen our impact and broaden our reach, while
still delivering on our core programs in these difficult times. To all
who have supported our work this past year: Thank you!

Kendall Quantz
Executive Director

A MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



In 2023, over 4,800 children and youth were supported through Burns
Memorial Fund programs. Our charitable foundation, the Children’s
Fund, provided vulnerable young people with financial assistance and
other supports necessary for healthy and fulfilling lives, and awarded
grants to Calgary charities that serve children and youth experiencing
financial barriers. The Police Fund and Fire Fund honoured Senator
Burns’ respect for police officers and firefighters by allocating post-
secondary scholarships and special needs educational grants to their
children.
Senator Burns’ dedication to making Calgary a place where all
children and youth can thrive continues to inspire all of us at Burns
Memorial Fund. We are honoured to steward Senator Burns’ legacy
and carry on his work.

                            Steve Dongworth
                            Fire Chief
                            Chair, Burns Memorial Fund & Burns Fire Fund

                            Heather Johnson
                            Director, Recreation & Social Programs, City of Calgary
                            Chair, Burns Children’s Fund

                            Mark Neufeld
                            Police Chief
                            Chair, Burns Police Fund

REPORTS FROM THE
CHILDREN’S, FIRE, AND
POLICE FUNDS



35 children were
assisted with oral
health treatment costs.

97 students, at risk of
dropping out of grade 12 for
financial reasons, received
monthly living allowances.

16 students in financial
need were awarded post-
secondary scholarships. 

12 bursaries helped youth
transition into further
education, training and
employment.

26 charities working with
over 4,000 children and
youth received Community
Grants.

2023 IMPACT BY THE
NUMBERS



19 special needs grants were
awarded to the children of
police officers.

230 scholarships were
awarded to the children of
police officers. 

144 scholarships were
awarded to the children of
firefighters. 

18 special needs grants were
awarded to the children of
firefighters.

10 community agencies
partnered with us to meet the
health, education, and
recreation needs of 251 low-
income children and youth.



Staff (from left):
          Hanna Moraru
          Grants Administrator

          Tre Ostroski
          Grants Manager

          Kendall Quantz
          Executive Director 

          Faye San Jose
          Grants Coordinator

STAFF & BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES

Board of Trustees 

Chief Steve Dongworth 
Chair, Burns Memorial
Fund, Burns Fire Fund, 

Fire Chief, City of Calgary

Jill S. Floen 
Vice-Chair,  Burns Memorial

Fund, City Solicitor & General
Counsel, City of Calgary

Heather Johnson
 Chair, Burns Children’s Fund, 
Director, Recreation & Social

Programs,  City of Calgary

Chief Mark Neufeld 
Chair, Burns Police Fund,

Police Chief, City of Calgary

Carla Male
Chief Financial Officer, 

City of Calgary

John Orr
President, Calgary
Police Association

Codey McIntyre
President,

 Calgary Firefighters
Association

 Mayor Jyoti Gondek 
City of Calgary

*As of December 31, 2023



PARTNERS & FRIENDS

Families Moving Forward Partners

Calgary Catholic Immigration Society
Calgary Immigrant Women’s Association
Discovery House
Enviros
Miskanawah Community Services Association
North East Family Connections Society
Salvation Army
South East Calgary Community Resource Centre
Trellis Society
YWCA

Community Grant Recipients

Brenda Strafford Foundation: Heart Home Network
Calgary Bridge Foundation for Youth
Calgary Police Youth Foundation
Cassa Musical Arts
Discovery House
Glenbow Ranch Park Foundation
Helping Families Handle Cancer 
Honens International Piano Competition
I Can for Kids 
I Challenge Diabetes
Inn from the Cold 
Kindred Connections Society
Making Changes Association 
Mount Royal University Foundation
Pacekids Society for Children with Special Needs
Parks Foundation/St. Alphonsus School Playground Society 
Psychology Foundation of Canada – Strong Minds Strong Kids
Safe Haven Foundation of Canada
Trellis Society 
Trico Centre for Family Wellness
Two Wheel View
Umoja Community Mosaic
Universal Rehabilitation Service Agency
Vivo for Healthier Generations Society
Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo
YCC - Youth Centres of Calgary



PARTNERS & FRIENDS

A sincere thank you to all of our partners and donors, including the
many individuals who donated to the Children’s Fund in 2023 in honour
of former Burns Memorial Fund Trustee, Eric Sawyer. 

Together, we continue to build a strong community for children and
youth in Calgary.

Funding Partners and Donors

Alberta Dental Foundation

ATCO EPIC

Calgary Foundation

Community Strategies, City of Calgary

Pam Andrew Marks High School Bursary Fund

RBC Foundation

Ruth Ramsden-Wood Education Fund

United Way of Calgary and Area

United Way of Calgary and Area, Donor Choice Program

Watson Family Foundation at the Calgary Foundation
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T: (403) 234-9396

 E: info@burnsfund.com

www.burnsfund.com

1120 - 105 12 Ave SE, Calgary, AB,  T2G 1A1

Contact Us

@BurnsFund /BurnsFund @BurnsFund

Thank you for
your continued

support!


